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I, TANAKA, Kiyoshi, live at "okkaido, Karikawa 
Aibetsumura, Aza Tovosato 41, I certify that I have 
examined an article entitled, "SANGA™SI, JMGATST JIKENNO 
SHINSO," (Trve State of March and October Events) which 
was published in the “arch, 1946 issve of S°KAI BUIKA 
(Yorld Cultvre), consisting of 15 vages of printed matter, 


I further certify that the above described item is 
an extract from an article I wrote in 1933 while on leave of 
absence from the Japanese Army. The information contained 
in the article was obtained either from friends who were 
merbers of the SAKURA-KAI (Cherry Blossor 5S clety) at the 
same time I was a merber, personal knowledge and ectivities 
in the society, or in the course of offied 1 investigations 
which I conducted while assigned to the Investization Division 
of the Yar Ministry. It is trve and correct to the hest of 

knowledge and belief. 
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In short the present action planned by the military circles is 
nothing but a pure "coup dletat", #e were made to formulate a plan in 
order to realize the "coup d'etat" using military forces on a very 
limited scale hy expecting that the uppor officers would earnestly devise 
some other constructive plans — but being pressed for time, everybody is 
taking action in his own way without any proper control due to the lack 
of planning materials; above all it ie said that Colonel SHIGEFUWI has 
Joined hands with Dr. OXAWA and ruthlessly connected himself with the 
Proletariate Party, and according to what I understand, had been planning 
a destructive plan. 


On February 7th, shortly after 3 P.M., we met at the residence of 
Colonel SHIGEFUJI at Shinagawa. Thoso present were Lt. Colonel SAKATA, 
Lt. Colonel NZMOTO and myself. 


Colone SHIGFUJI said to me:- "As you are doztticusly aware, thous 
who are under the renk of Captain shall not be made to participate in 
the present Reform, but only you are an exception and even if the case 
should result unsucceséfully, you must not worry about the living of 
your bereaved family and you should take it easy as a certain plan ies in 
a position to arrange matters satisfactorily, etc., etc." 


After the discussion, SHIGEFUJI and others planned and decided upon 
a destructive plen, the outline of which is as follows: 


1) A great speech meeting denouncing the Cabinet will be 
recently held at Hibiye conjointly by the three Proletariata 
Parties in order to exalt the spirit of overthrowing the 
Cabinet; and a demonstration. towards the Parliament will be 
made as a reconnaissance preparation for actually carrying 
out the plan (althagh we have mede minute plans regarding the 
matter, some are omitted here). 


Seizure of the destroyed administrative power will be 
effected on the day when the Labor Law Bill is laid before 
the Diet. On thet day, the Herdquarters of both the SBIYO 
and MINSEI parties and the official residence of the Prime 
Minister are to be bombed. However, the bombs to be used 
shall emit loud explosive sounds but be of léw casualty 
performance. The bombeardiers are to mobilize 10,000 persons 
as per the plan of Dr. OKAWA, and the demonstration is to be 
carried on towards the Parliament from all and every direc- 
tion; staff members with understanding shell be placed at the 
head of each column for maintaining discipline; bande with 
drawn swords shall be placed in each column in order to 
repulse naturally expected interference by policemen: 


Troops shall encircle the Parliament by making an emergency 
call on the Pretext of protecting the Diet, who shall cut 
off all inner and outer communications, and the officers 
(principally mombere of the SAXURA-KAI /T.N. The Cherry 
Society/) shall be stationed heforehand on every road; and 
the staff members assignood to the verious columms shall 
perform the said task. 


this point a certain Lt. General (whose name has heen 
in secret to the lest, an? it 1s no¢+ clear even ur 
cOrdine to a rumor it is seid 
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(l to 7 represent merely the outline of the Plan, and althouch 
elaborete plans huve been preprred for each item, same are omitted here 
as they are too? intricate. ) 


At midnieht of + ; At the 
moment of dispersing, ¢ Oi SHIGE —— athe mp ted 0 distribute secret 
funds to ug ac vampaien funds end automobile fees, These 
secret funds beceme a topic or iis later on) Lt. Colonel 
SAXATA i SOpS game as wera onnogsed to the 
idea. his was du ersonality and clear forrsivrht of Lt. Colonna 
SAKATA i as to hig proper Linin: from normal times. 


cOlénel SHIGEFUSI anda Lt. ¢ 1el HASHIMOTO were frantic with 
es if matters had elready hecome a omvli - Put I could not aap: 
from noticing sor serious ce ts in the plans on viewing same as a whole; 
as for exammic. iprrre Wan, above ; nl tink whatsoever with any con- 
ructive plu, spert from the p>dsence of ony fact tO prove that the 
Spat tims we. best suited; also ¢ dep of rine to cooperate with 
persons outside oF the military virel pap eola y with such a person 


others of the previous 
day met tozether et the - siden Mago Ge “KAWA, where we 
discussed th. ons Cizinge the destroyed political rerime and 
decided to submi me to General UGAKI. (NOTH: Althoueh Plans I and II 
were drafted, E t > meee le of this plan was the samc, tho 
Outline of , Lis ag m ned above.) 
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radicals, as we decided nas from every point of view, it wae the wise: 
volicy to atop sreme by all means. However, olaboretely we tried to 
explain the eiturtion, eh refused to listen to us and blindly pushed 
phead with their plans. Finally, Lt. Colonel HASHI‘0TO delivered to the 
honchmen of Dr. CéhahA three hundred boris Sb ores as mentioned abov-). 
(NOTE: Ropeated danece wee done. by these bomba.) At the result of this 


an inseparedle and close reletionshio was formed hetveen Lt. Colonel 
HASHIMOTO end Dr. OFAWA. 


Yowever, blindly Colonel SYICHTUJ! and It. Colo: PASHIMOT9S pushed 
nhead, they could do nothins eratnat the eeneral | id of the tinea. It 
ie saic that Sencral JGAXI finally summoned “r. O¥AYA end told him to 
nut thines off as the tine was not oprortune. Dr. OFAFA consantad to 
thie. YHerenupon, the sc-crlled "March Incident" erme to an end without 
being carricd out Eowever, on th other hend, tris eatimlated Lt. 
Colonel HASHIMOTO “end his tedicel associates and vnlso made it clerr 
that some of the hirh- renkine officers of the Crntrel /T.P. Tokyo! Head 
quarters had participated in the Reform. By force of circumst»nces, 
therofore, it fave us e strone conception that tnevy vere comorlled to 
support the next reform, resultine in preperetiors beine mede for the 
so-called "October Incident". 


Concornine the so-called "Merch Incident", the nointea worthy of 
attention are as follows: 


1) Differerce detween a reform of the Rule of RB 
Te. "CD0"/ and one of military covernncnt. 


h plens, especially Constructive Plan --Conatructive 
Destructive Plan. 


Time of Reform. 


Preparations from ordinary timea as well aa Fstablianmont 


of the Giidine Spirit end Cuidine Princirle. 


Control, unification en2@ liaison. 


Question of Liaison with persons outside of military 
circles. 


Question of use of accret funda. 


With tho failure of the "Merch Incident", It. colonel FASFINO70 
devoted himself to enlerfine ard atrencthenine the SAXURA-KAI. Ry this, 
he made the actions of the SAKURA~MAI verv active and acuta, eta remilt 
of wiich the speech and action of the lerdine ficurer of the SAXURA-“AI 
bevame very violent. Simultaneously with this, bitter criticisms were 
mede reeerding the induleine in oxtreverant pleasures by ecrtain persona 
amone the leading fizures of the Scoiety, by saying thet several leading 
firures of the SAZURS-7AI had been frequently incul¢eine in oxtrovavant 
pleasures under the pretext of atudving matters end esteblishin> the 
said Society's cuidance nolicy. 


Pare? . 


Those wh. knew of it chereaed themlof oxpl-itine the SAMURi-ZAI by 
misaperopriatin= the areret Sea's of the Merch Incident for their own 
privete Uso. On askime a certs » Leedine fleure of this critician he 
said that this o:tus* veferred tc lle extvavacant vlepsures indulced 
in by 3015rel altos $C end Mr, GAA). .oneerning the March Incident. 

Thich opinion fa rer rue? At any ze.ve, the intornal discrevancinrs 
of the SAKURBA-KAI thus tecame enlareed, ani elena of en eventuel avlit 
became evident. Therefore, we concluded that tho effect of the v-rious 
probl-me mentioned above would awrely make th- SAYURA-KAI fell into - 
Creedful abdyvas 

We mate th wiv: Provosal et the remul+) wertine 

one of Jun mn 19% or the vurpose of rencutae the SAKUSA - 
make it enjov e norm erovth — nomely, we chockec the SAYURA ZAI from 
raging in ar ’ sarily without no plan cf ioctivai consteuction 
saa we Shout ispine the masse paycholory of 
tho SACURA-KAY whe . y; on BS -Lisod 
personal ambitions, Pr0% Lif bus 
tion, thereby makinc ‘the SAKUR RA-KAL sui 
Ori-inal plans et time of emerrency. 


In other words, the cist of the eforemontioned proposal wasi= "the 
leading figures of the SAIURA~XAI at leant should understand the matters 
necessary ior the reconstruction of a nation from Paycholory, social 
science, ethics, economics and politicel science and eo on, with « view 
to formulating the euiding spirt of the SAXUA-KAI itself and the escential 
points of ite actions We should, first ot all, invite the prorer 
scholars and obtain sur aim by means of friendly tali-s with them. On the 
Other hand it 1s very food for us to have a hody formed hy such prover 
acholars thet mar coms into use at some later date, >y carefully judeing 
their personality nnd knowledge (views)." 


Fortunately, our proposal was accepted by the executives ani it was 
immediately put into practice. Wo co::uulte? Tranevort Corns Santain 
SUZUKI, a svecial studrnt of the Imperial University, who had svecial 
connections with many professors. “es achieved auceres throveh his 

nogotiations with then. This undertekine wae executed under the leader- 
ship of Professor YOSiIDA Seichi towards the latter vart of Juno. 


Eowover, the executives of the SAMURA-YAI suddenly abolished the undor- 


takine on the ground that scholere fen- rally do not arrive at ony con- 
clusion an¢ decision and elso leck the power of execution. 


traveled to the KANSAI Mstrict from the early part of Culy by 

ave ne mysolf of my vacetion. A certain nroblem centered arounc th- 
BieGBl tat cropped up durine this trip -- namely, the executivoe of the 
SARURA-KAL, as a step towerdse the specdy pcaquisition of members ane for 
the sake of a nationwide carmeien, held a menting, from hoth hori:ontel 
and vertical directions, of lowrnankine officere after the 28th term in 
Tokyo and drafted out e manifesto which wan arnt out to ell the low. 
ranking officers (after the 22th term) in Japan. The criticiene conceraine 
this matter pre varied. Vowever, ea far an only the SANURA~"AI is con-— 
ceerned, it is adjudcred that unexpectedly fevoredle reaulta were obtained. 
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THE SO-CALL."D OCTON'R INCIDET 
(Words were oririnally concealed 
where underscored) 


“hen I met Lieutenant Colonel KASVINOTO on Ausust 4, he seid, “Around 

> mifddla o I 

ch_will_crsate on crrortunity to settle the Manchuria_and_Nongolia pro- 
ble The nation shoyld internally seize this opportimity and crrry out 
4s fundamental reform, etc. The leading personnel of the General Staff 
have a thorourh uncerstanding of the domestic reorganizztion problem." 
(Note: The extent of this understanding is unknown. Is it a covcrete 
understanding or does it indicate an item added to the estima*= of the 
genera] situation”) The same It. Colonel added, “Therefore, in order for 
the political power to come to the military, or in othor werds, in order 
that the military as the nuclecus can seize the political power, I want 
the draft of tre pla» prepared hy around the herinninre of September. The 
politica’? nrcrrammes and policies wil] be studied and planned after seiz- 
ing the power, etc." I promised to craft a plan of propavanca by attack- 
ing the corruption of the political partias and by arousing the indifna- 
tion cf the people, bring about a natural destruction of the partins, 
The It. Colone] arroed to this, 


' 


I again took a trip on surust 10th, and r-ached Hokkaido, 


During my absence, the Cherry Association /T.N. SAKURa-KAI/ held 
their regular Aurust meeting at the KAIKOSHA, Tho Associstion carricd 
out a complete turnabout in its policios at this meeting and resolved 
to become a cultural body with no connection whatsoevor with the pro- 
blems of the current situation, 


This is an oxtromely grave problem. This chanes into a cultural 
body is nothing more than a mere outward apposrance. It is nethine 
more than tho plot by radical clements led by the Russian and Chinese 
groups who are planning e* domestic reformation, (This incident later 
became clear through the direct story of a radical clement.) 


Ths Ovtbroak of tho MANCTURIA-ICNGOLIA Problom on Scptombor léth. 
Cn thet mornins I called on Lt. Coloncl SAKAMOTO at the War Ministry and 
Lt. Colon:] FASPIMOTO at ths General Staff Foadquarteors and learned the 
tru: circumstaness of the Incident. At the sam) time it became clear 
that the reformation was not to bo carricd out whon Lt. Colonel HASHI- 
MOTO said to mi, "Sinec it has been dacided that the domestic roforma- 
tion should not be carried cut at this time, I will return the propagan- 
da plen to you for th: time boinz, so I want you to five it furthor 
study." I believed Lt. Coleonsl FASFIMOT!'s words and thought that 
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the domestic reformation: will not bo carricd out and instead that only 
the settlement of tho Manchurin=-Nongolin problom will be strived for, ne 


Howovor, on the nirht of October 3rd, I roceived a special delivery 
lotter (scalod lettor) from I+. Colonel HASEINOTO, The letter stated: 
"I havo somthing to discuss with you tomorrow tho 4th, so ploase como 
to tho MAMKIN at Noripasaki, I shall be waiting there, otc." (Exactly 
ss in tho original t xt). (The postmark wos KYOBASPI SEIN"CMICHO). I 
wont to tho MAI'KIN at the prescribed locrtion on Octohor .4th with the 
premonition tht somothing would happen, genthering from tho mecting 
place and the mailing point. ‘hn TI told th proprictor that I had 
come to call on Lt. Colonel FASHINMOTO, ho asked my name, identification, 
ote., vthich ho transmittod- upstairs after which he finelly ushered mo 
inside, Those present wore Mnjor CHO who was s:nt to China to he sta- 
tioncd there as an attache, Gaptain TANAKA, Ya, ond Ceptein CHARA (Obara” ) 
of tho Russisn Section of the Gonoral Staff Foadeucrtors. 


They seids "The demc-stic reformation will now take placc." 
"Tho War Ministry, Generol Staff Feadquarters, and the Ist KONCY® 
Division are all preparing for tho domestic reformation, and tho Navy 
is .2lso doing likewise." 


"First the political powor will be scizod by the military through 
a 'coup d'iatiat', orgarize a dictatorship and carry cut the domestic 
roformation." 


"The ‘Cherry Association /T.N. SAKUA-KAI/ is in tho midst of activi- 
tics as the nuclcous." (Note: Those aro statements mado to everyone, 
especially to officers attachcud te units, in order to pet them to join 
the movement.) With those words thuy demanded that I join them. Thoy 
added: "Since the outbreak of the Manchuria-Mengolia Problem, we have 
been oxorting efforts, day and night, in order to bring about changes, 
and have gone home only two or three times. “e want you to join us 
and hetp the plar." 


I was astonished at the unoxpeetod turn of evonts. Fowevor, I had 
doubts, and my dou’ts .ro showr in tho points of discussicn hatveen 
them and myself, a part of which is as follows: (The cuestions are by 
mc, and tho answers aro by thom) 


Q. “If the nucleous of the military is participeting in the domestic 
reformation, there undoubtedly must exist principles, croods and 
policies for the future socinl constructior vhich they aro planning. 
What are their ccntonts?" 


"They aro scerets and carnot be rov nlad. We don't know their dce- 
tails cither." 


"hat plan is it which you men have “oon working on days and 
nights sinco thé cutbreak of the Incident." 


"Tt is the plan cf destruction." 


"A plan cf destruction sheuld b mnde oftor completing tho plon 
of construction and should bo within the scope of tho latter. 
That is, don't you think both plans should follow a consistont 
tden® Don't you think it unr asonahia to form a plon of dcs- 


truction without knowing what th pian of ecnstruction is?" 


The plan of construction is now boing . prepared by oth rs." 


carricd out*" 


"Intimidation by the naval bombing unit, Tho! snere of all the 
ministers at the Cabinet Cenference held at micr's official 
residenen. The soizing of the Motropclitan Police Roard by 
attackin- suddonly." 


"hy do you consider those destructions nocessery”" 

"It is necessary for the sradication of tho ringlesd r," 

"Is tho interne] reorganization possible through such dostructions®" 
Who reformation is possihle by dostroyinr the political nuclcous." 


xamrlc, whet will bo don for the reformation in the ceonomic 
b 


nye you considered this?" 


as I know, Dr. CKATA is not ' constructive mon, This 
y proven in th March Incident. In spit: of this, has tho 
saders become se fachle as tc ntruct such 1 men with the 
ruction plan?" 


to] you the truth, we ha sant» i the centro] lerding 
figure of the Army yct, but wo : m to agree with us 
just prior to the action. Thnt is why wo cr raving Dr. CKAVA 
draw up the plan of constrict on." 
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